The Bridge Group of Churches
Nackington - Lower Hardres - Bridge - Patrixbourne - Bekesbourne

Weekly Sheet for the Bridge Group of churches:

Sunday 28th June 2020, 3rd Sunday after Trinity
Today’s Readings: Matthew 10:40-42; Genesis 22:1-14; Acts 2:1-11;

Matthew 16:13-19
Next Sunday is 5th July 2020, 3rd Sunday after Trinity, Service for the NHS
Readings: Ecclesiasticus 38.1–9; Luke 7.1–10

Collect

God our saviour, look on this
wounded world in pity and
in power; hold us fast to
your promises of peace won
for us by your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

Collect for St Peter
O ALMIGHTY God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ
didst give to thy Apostle Saint Peter many
excellent gifts, and commandedst him
earnestly to feed thy flock: Make, we beseech
thee, all Bishops and Pastors diligently to
preach thy holy Word, and the people
obediently to follow the same, that they may
receive the crown of everlasting glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Readings Morning Service
Matthew 10:40-42
‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes
a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the

reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to
one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of
these will lose their reward.’
Genesis 22:1-14
After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he
said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering
on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ So Abraham rose early in
the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and
went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to
his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over
there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took
the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself
carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I
am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the
lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the
lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on
together.When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham
built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and
laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the LORD called to
him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I
am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a
thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place
‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the LORD it
shall be provided.’

Readings St Peter
Acts 2: 1-11
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout
Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished,
they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of
power.’

Matthew 16: 13-19
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said,
‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I
am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And
I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’

Village News

Re-opening our buildings
This week the Prime Minister made a further announcement in Parliament about the
possibility of reopening churches for gathered worship and for weddings from 4th July.
We are still awaiting the full guidance on this from both the Government and the
Church of England. The announcement from the Government is that churches ‘may’
open, as the Prime Minister has announced, but only if this can be done safely and with
due regard to social distancing etc. Factors which will have an impact on this will
include, the size of the building, whether there is more than one way in or out of the
building and the ability to create a ‘one way’ system, availability of volunteers who are
not in ‘at risk’ groups etc. It is likely that it will not be possible to have singing and
either no communion or communion only in one kind. The churchwardens and PCCs
will be meeting in the coming week to discuss the guidance and to review the
responses from the survey which so many of you responded to (for which Thank you!).
We will review again the possibility of opening for Private Prayer as well as for gathered
worship. Thank you again for your patience and understanding.

Prayer Share
Please pray for our Churchwardens and PCCs, meeting this week

Contact Details: Vicar: Rev’d Estella Last Tel: 01227 206272 estellalast@gmail.com
(Estella is generally not available on Mondays). Reader: Mrs Margaret Clarke Tel:
01227 765 598 Administrator: Mrs Megan Shirley, bridgeoffice23@gmail.com

