The Bridge Group of Churches

Nackington - Lower Hardres - Bridge - Patrixbourne - Bekesbourne

Weekly Sheet for the Bridge Group of churches:

Sunday 19t July 2020, 6" Sunday after Trinity

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 44:6-8; Romans 8: 12-25; Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-
43

Next Sunday is 26" July 2020, 7th Sunday after Trinity
Readings: 1 Kings 3:5-12 ; Romans 8: 26-39; Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52

Collect
Creator God,
you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Readings
Isaiah 44:6-8

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LoRD of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.



Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!

Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

Romans 8: 12-25

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children,
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer
with him so that we may also be glorified with him. | consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that
the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our

bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came
and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where,
then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done



this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather
them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot
the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.””’

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of

Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will
it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

Prayer Share

We pray for our school, for all teachers and pupils as they come to
the end of term.
We pray they will enjoy a restful and safe break over the summer
holidays.

We give thanks for our church buildings and for our volunteers who
have worked so hard to enable them to open for Personal Prayer.




Village News
Churches open for private Prayer from Monday 13 July

Unless circumstances change, the churches of the Bridge Group Parish will be open for
Personal prayer / Quiet time on the days and times listed below

Name of Church Open Days / Times
St Peter’s Bridge Tuesday 10-12
Friday 2-4pm
St Peter’s Sunday 10-12
Bekesbourne
St Mary'’s Wednesday 10-12
Patrixbourne Saturday 1-4pm
St Mary’s Nackington Wednesday 10-4
Sunday 10-4
St Mary’s Lower Monday 10-4
Hardres Thursday 10-4

e There may be someone present to welcome you when you visit.

e Please observe Social Distancing (2 metres) while inside the church building
and follow any instructions given.

¢ You will be asked to leave a name and contact number (for track and trace
purposes) but these details will only be held for 21 days after which they will be
destroyed.

e You will also be asked to leave a notice on the seat you have used when you
leave.

Thank you so much for your patience and understanding.

Contact Details: Vicar: Rev'd Estella Last Tel: 01227 206272 estellalast@gmail.com
(Estella is generally not available on Mondays). Reader: Mrs Margaret Clarke Tel:
01227 765 598 Administrator: Mrs Megan Shirley, bridgeoffice23@gmail.com
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