
The Bridge Group of Churches 
    Nackington - Lower Hardres - Bridge - Patrixbourne - Bekesbourne 

 

Weekly Sheet for the Bridge Group of churches: 

Sunday 4th October 2020, 17th Sunday after Trinity, 

Harvest Festival 

 

Readings 

Philippians 3:4b-14; 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 

Today’s Readings: 

Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46; John 2:1-11 
 

Upcoming Services: 
 

Sunday 11th October 10.00am at Bridge 
Sunday 18th October 10.00am at Bridge 

 
Please contact Estella to book. 

 

Collect 
Creator God, you made the 
goodness of the land, the 
riches of the sea and the 
rhythm of the seasons; 
as we thank you for the 
harvest, may we cherish and 
respect this planet and its 
peoples, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Post Communion 
Lord of the harvest, with joy we have 
offered thanksgiving for your love in 
creation and have shared in the bread 
and the wine of the kingdom: by your 
grace plant within us a reverence for 
all that you give us and make us 
generous and wise stewards of the 
good things we enjoy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 



the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have 
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it 
my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Matthew 21:33-46; 

‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then 
he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest 
time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But 
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated 
them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will 
respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable 
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in 
the scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes”? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 



given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who 
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.’ 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They 
have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you 
and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, 
‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them 
up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the 
chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana 
of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

Parish News 

PCC Meetings and APCM (Year end 2019) 
 

The date for the joint APCM is Wednesday 21st October. Formal notices 
will be on display in each of our churches. If you are not currently a PCC 

member and would like to stand for the new Single Parish PCC to 
represent one of our churches, or if you are interested in becoming a 

churchwarden please contact Estella or one of the Churchwardens for a 



conversation. Once the new PCC has been elected there will be 
opportunities to join local sub committees for each of our churches.  

Foodbank Collection Bridge Church 
 We are now able to receive gifts for the Canterbury foodbank via the 
yellow bin in St Peter's Church in Bridge on Wednesdays and Sundays 
when the church is open. If you have a large amount to donate please 

contact Evelyn Andrews directly rather than over filling the collection bin. 

Churches Open for Private Prayer 
Our churches remain open for Private Prayer as per the schedule published 
previously which can be found in the Parish Magazines, and on our website 

and facebook pages.  

Christian Aid Harvest Appeal 

This year the churches of The Bridge Group are making a joint appeal 
for donations to Christian Aid. To donate please go to 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-to-donate . If you are not 
one line and would like to give please leave a cash donation either at 
the Vicarage or 1 Riverside Mews and these will be sent to Christian 
Aid.  Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

Contact Details: Vicar: Rev’d Estella Last Tel: 01227 206272 estellalast@gmail.com 
(Estella is generally not available on Mondays).  Reader: Mrs Margaret Clarke Tel: 
01227 765 598 Administrator: Mrs Megan Shirley, bridgeoffice23@gmail.com  
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