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' The Bridge Group of Churches

Nackington - Lower Hardres - Bridge - Patrixbourne - Bekesbourne

Weekly Sheet for the Bridge Group of churches:
Sunday 14" March 2021, Mothering Sunday / 4" of Lent

Please join https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/#eucharist

where Rev’d Estella will be preaching

Today’s Readings:

Lent 4: Numbers 21: 4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21;
Mothering Sunday: Exodus 2:1-10; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; Luke 2:33-35
Upcoming Services:

At present all services are being offered online.

Collect: Lent 4
Merciful Lord, you know our
struggle to serve you:
when sin spoils our lives and
overshadows our hearts,
come to our aid and turn us back
to you again; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen

Readings — Lent 4
Numbers 21: 4-9;

Collect: Mothering Sunday
God of love,
passionate and strong,
tender and careful:
watch over us and hold us
all the days of our life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke
against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to
Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against
you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for
the people. And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it


https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/#eucharist

on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made
a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Ephesians 2:1-10;

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once
lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towards us in
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

John 3:14-21;

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life ‘For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life. ‘Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that
the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not
come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds
have been done in God.’



Readings — Mothering Sunday

Exodus 2:1-10;

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby,
she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a
papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the
child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. The daughter of
Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside
the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring

it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on
him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said
to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall | go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.” So
the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,
‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and | will give you your wages.” So the
woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him
to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him

Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’

2 Corinthians 1:3-7;

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we
may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation
with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the sufferings of
Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through
Christ. If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we
are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you
patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also suffering. Our hope for
you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you
share in our consolation.

Luke 2:33-35

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.’



Parish News

Mothering Sunday — 14t March 2021
The following churches are open on Mothering Sunday if you would like to
visit for prayer:
St Peter’s Bridge 10am-4pm (Posies available)
St Peter’s Bekesbourne 10-12 (Posies available)
St Mary’s Nackington 10am-4pm (Posies available)
St Mary’s Lower Hardres 10am — 4pm (Posies available)

National Day of Reflection Tuesday 23" March
All our churches will be open for Prayer on Tuesday 23" March, the National
day of Reflection marking the anniversary of the first Lockdown of the
Pandemic.

Supporting our church financially
Just a reminder that even though we are unable to hold services we do still
have bills to pay — if you are in a position to be able to give please remember
you can use our online giving at: https://givealittle.co/campaigns/50a9529f-
4dc5-4e6e-a429-ce51883d637b
or you can pop a cheque (payable to ‘PCC Patrixbourne with Bridge’) through
the Vicarage door.

Churches open for private Prayer
Please check for updates on Church opening times — these are the usual times
but they may change if the church is open additionally for special occasions.

St Peter’s Bridge Wednesday 10-4pm

St Peter’s Bekesbourne Sunday 10am -12pm

St Mary’s Patrixbourne Tuesday 2-4pm & Saturday 10am-1pm
St Mary’s Nackington Sunday & Wednesday 10-4pm

St Mary’s Lower Hardres Monday & Thursday 10-4pm

Church Groups and Teams
As we plan to reopen and in accordance with the Single Parish Vision we are
now looking for volunteers to join teams for each of our churches to help with
the work of the church and planning the way forward out of Lockdown. If you
would like to join a church team, or our Parish Eco team please let us know.

Contact Details: Vicar: Rev’d Estella Last Tel: 01227 206272 estellalast@gmail.com
(Estella is generally not available on Mondays). Reader: Mrs Margaret Clarke Tel:
01227 765 598 Administrator: Mrs Megan Shirley, bridgeoffice23@gmail.com



https://givealittle.co/campaigns/50a9529f-4dc5-4e6e-a429-ce51883d637b
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/50a9529f-4dc5-4e6e-a429-ce51883d637b
mailto:estellalast@gmail.com
mailto:bridgeoffice23@gmail.com

