
The Bridge Group of Churches 
    Nackington - Lower Hardres - Bridge - Patrixbourne - Bekesbourne 

 

Weekly Sheet for the Bridge Group of churches: 

Sunday 2nd May 2021, 5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8:26-end 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a 
wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge 
of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do 
you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 

Today’s Readings:  
Acts 8:26-end; John 15:1-8 

Upcoming Services: 
9th May 10am St Peter’s Bridge – FULLY BOOKED 

13th May tbc 
Please book by emailing estellalast@gmail.com or phone 01227 206272 

 

Collect 
Risen Christ, your wounds declare  
your love for the world and the  
wonder of your risen life: give us  
compassion and courage to risk  
ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 

Post Communion 
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus  
Christ is the way, the truth, and  
the life: grant us to walk in his  
way, to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; who is  
alive and reigns, now and for  
ever. Amen. 
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him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 
its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.’ The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then 
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 

John 15:1-8 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

 

 



Notice of APCM and Electoral Roll revision 

The APCM (Annual Meeting) of the Bridge Group Parish will take place on 
Wednesday 26th May 2021 at 7pm. Please email estellalast@gmail.com if 

you would like to attend. It is hoped to run as last year, both in person and 
on zoom. 

Accordingly notice is hereby given that the Church electoral Roll of the 
Parish will be revised beginning on Sunday 25th April 2021 and ending on 
Saturday 8th May, if you would like to be added or removed from the Roll 
please speak to your Churchwarden or the Parish Office or our Electoral 

Roll officer Mrs Rosemary Whatley.  

Parish News 

 
Service of Installation and Commissioning of the Bridge Group Parish 

On Sunday 9th May 2021 the 10am Service at Bridge will be a special service to 
Install Rev’d Estella as the Parish Incumbent and Commission the Bridge Group 
Parish. Bishop Rose will be preaching and presiding, and Archdeacon Jo will be 
present. This service is now fully booked but will be available to view online. 

 
Church Groups and Teams 

As we plan to reopen and in accordance with the Single Parish Vision we are 
now looking for volunteers to join teams for each of our churches to help with 
the work of the church and planning the way forward out of Lockdown. If you 
would like to join a church team, or our Parish Eco team please let us know. 

 
 

Supporting our church financially 
Just a reminder that even though we are unable to hold services we do still 

have bills to pay – if you are in a position to be able to give please 
remember you can use our online giving 

at: https://givealittle.co/campaigns/50a9529f-4dc5-4e6e-a429-
ce51883d637b  

or you can pop a cheque (payable to ‘PCC Patrixbourne with Bridge’) 
through the Vicarage door. 
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Churches open for private Prayer  
Please check for updates on Church opening times – these are the usual 
times but they may change if the church is open additionally for special 

occasions. 
 
St Peter’s Bridge  Wednesday 10-4pm  
St Peter’s Bekesbourne  Sunday 10am -12pm 
St Mary’s Patrixbourne  Tuesday 2-4pm & Saturday 10am-1pm 
St Mary’s Nackington  Sunday & Wednesday 10-4pm  
St Mary’s Lower Hardres  Monday & Thursday 10-4pm 
 

Christian Aid Week 
The annual Canterbury Christian Aid Service will take place on Sunday 9 May 
at 6.30pm on Zoom due to continuing Covid restrictions. Former Archbishop 
Rowan Williams, Chair of Christian Aid, who was due to be the guest speaker 
at the cathedral will still be speaking from his home. If you would like to join 
the service please book your place by emailing brian@mchenry.co.uk   
 
This is the Water Challenge we are setting ourselves in Bridge and the local 
villages this year.  Here’s how to take part: 
 
Choose a day during Christian Aid Week 9th-16th May 
Choose an amount of money – 5p, 10p, 50p or more 
Make a note every time you or people in your house use water in any way 
At the end of the day count these up  
Count your chosen amount for each time – e.g. 30 times x 10p = £3.00 
Give your money to Christian Aid Week. 

 
Leave a cheque or cash donation at The Vicarage or 1 Riverside Mews. This 
will be forwarded to Christian Aid. Alternatively, donate directly to the 
Canterbury Christian Aid Group’s Just Giving page at  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/canterburychristianaidfundraising 

 

 

Contact Details: Vicar: Rev’d Estella Last Tel: 01227 206272 estellalast@gmail.com 
(Estella is generally not available on Mondays).  Reader: Mrs Margaret Clarke Tel: 
01227 765 598 Administrator: Mrs Megan Shirley, bridgeoffice23@gmail.com  
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